
The PerryScope (week ending 07/29/18)  
 
NOTE: As of July 27, 2018, the House has left for their August recess, and 
will not be back in session until the first week of September. We will 
publish a special Legislation of Interest update for the week ending August 
12. Look for the next regular edition of the PerryScope update for the week 
ending September 9. 
 

Contents: 
• Perry This Week 

• Tracking Perry in the Age of Trump 

• Votes of Interest 

• Legislation of Interest 
 

Perry This Week 
 
Perry Signs on to Impeachment Resolution to Block Mueller Investigation 
 
On Wednesday, Rep. Scott Perry was one of a group of 11 conservative lawmakers, led by Reps. Mark 
Meadows (R-N.C.) and Jim Jordan (R-Ohio), to introduce a resolution to file articles of impeachment 
against Deputy Attorney General Rod J. Rosenstein (signatures here). “We’re tired of the Justice 
Department giving us the finger,” Rep. Jordan said in a Fox News appearance, alluding to House 
Republican complaints of the Justice Department’s lack of transparency in the Mueller probe. According 
to the Washington Post, House sources predict that the measure will most likely not come to a vote, 
rather end up “bottled up” in the House Judiciary Committee, prompting many, including David Graham in 
The Atlantic to call it an “classic stunt by the House Freedom Caucus, which has developed a pattern of 
pushing splashy-but-doomed measures in the late summer, generally against the will of party 
leadership.” See below for further details. 
 
Perry Tele-Town Hall 
 
Rep. Perry phoned in for another Town Hall this week. PennLive’s John Micek summarized the highlights 
of the town hall here. Perry responded to questions about Trump’s meeting with Putin and criticism of the 
U.S. intelligence community. For his part, Perry said he accepts the intelligence community’s findings, 
commenting, "Russia has been tampering forever. This is what Russia does. They are opposed the US 
and always sought to destabilize us.” Perry also broke ranks with Trump on the question of tariffs: "I 
understand what he is trying to do ... but I don't necessarily agree. The tariffs are hurting consumers. I 
understand the president is trying to get things back in line, I just think there is a better methodology." As 
of press time, the audio from the Town Hall was not available. It should eventually be posted here. 
 
 
H.R. 6374 (DHS Contractor FIT Act): Update 
 
Rep. Perry’s bill (newly renamed) was reported to the full chamber for consideration on July 24. Watch 
Rep. Perry read from his prepared remarks here. For more details on the bill, see the Perry This Week 
from last week’s PerryScope here.  
 
Perry Introduces H.R. 6438 to Impose Restrictions on Drone “Terror” 
 
Rep. Perry this week introduced a bill, known as the “DHS Countering Unmanned Aircraft Systems 
Coordinator Act,” to amend the Homeland Security Act of 2002 and create a position specifically devoted 
to “counter threats” related to drones. Perry’s bill will work in tandem with Texas Rep. Michael McCaul’s 
H.R. 6401 to further impose restrictions on individual drone usage. Watch Rep. Perry offer his bill here.  

https://www.majorityleader.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/2018_CAL.pdf
https://twitter.com/MCJalonick/status/1022473937203154946
http://video.foxnews.com/v/5813894583001/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/conservative-lawmakers-introduce-resolution-calling-for-impeachment-of-rod-rosenstein-who-oversees-special-counsel-probe-on-russia/2018/07/25/fe8ee304-9060-11e8-bcd5-9d911c784c38_story.html?utm_term=.35fdfa7bd5d5
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/conservative-lawmakers-introduce-resolution-calling-for-impeachment-of-rod-rosenstein-who-oversees-special-counsel-probe-on-russia/2018/07/25/fe8ee304-9060-11e8-bcd5-9d911c784c38_story.html?utm_term=.35fdfa7bd5d5
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2018/07/rosenstein-impeachment-articles-freedom-caucus/566132/
https://www.theatlantic.com/politics/archive/2018/07/rosenstein-impeachment-articles-freedom-caucus/566132/
https://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2018/07/pa_republican_congressman_i_ca.html
https://vekeo.com/repscottperry/
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/115/hr6374?utm_campaign=govtrack_email_update&utm_source=govtrack/email_update&utm_medium=email
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nLBxi5KUlaI&feature=youtu.be
https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/897ed4_03d4e7ca474347c1bc754cd5e19b8bd8.pdf
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/115/hr6438/text/ih
https://homeland.house.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/MCCAUL_108_xml.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iPRSeTD-zO4&feature=youtu.be


 
Perry Responds to Flooding in PA-10 
 
After his initial July 23 Tweet encouraging constituents to watch out for flooding in the district (see below), 
it took him until July 29 to post any further response, this time on his Facebook page, including photos of 
him visiting flooded neighborhoods in York County with local representatives, while completely ignoring 
harder-hit areas in Dauphin County.  
 
TwitterScope 
 
Perry took to Twitter this week several times over the past week (in chronological order): 

• On July 25 Perry tweeted about a “great” meeting with former Netanyahu Cabinet Minister Zvi 

Hauser. Hauser currently serves as a Special Council and partner with Goldfarb Seligman, the 

largest law firm in Israel.  

• Also on July 25 Perry touted the House passage of the National Defense Authorization Act 

conference report 

• On July 23 he Tweeted to announce his July 24 Tele-Town Hall (see above) 

• Also on July 23 Perry tweeted a PSA to encourage his constituents to be alert for flooding in the 

district, linking to the DHS Flood page. Replies to the Tweet are worth reading. 

• Notably, on July 21, he retweeted Freedom Caucus crony Rep. Mark Meadows’ (R-N.C.) tweet 

regarding the release of the “heavily redacted” Carter Page FISA documents that came into play 

in the Rosenstein impeachment resolution (see above).  

 
TOP 
 

Tracking Perry in the Age of Trump 
 
The higher the number, the more the legislator votes in support of the Trump agenda. 
 

Rep. Scott Perry — Ranking This Week: 85.4% (+.05% from last week) 
 

Nate Silver’s FiveThirtyEight website assesses the voting records of our MoCs to provide this index, by 
comparing any bills where President Trump has stated a position, and comparing the vote of the legislator 
to that opinion.  
 
TOP 
 

Votes of Interest   
 
H.R. 6199: Restoring Access to Medication Act of 2018 
This is a bill that combines five different pieces of legislation that had passed through the House Ways 
and Means Committee. 

1. Restoring Access to Medication Act - this changed provisions in Obamacare to allow Health 
Savings Accounts (HSAs) to be used to pay for over the counter medications 

2. Personal Health Investment Today (PHIT) Act - this allows fitness expenses like gym 
membership or exercise equipment to be covered by HSAs, with an annual limitation of $500. 

3. Bipartisan HSA Improvement Act - this changes some rules related to HSAs and flexible 
spending accounts (FSAs), and how the two can interact 

4. Promoting High-Value Health Care Through Flexibility for High Deductible Health Plans Act - this 
expands what HSAs cover to include newer services like telehealth, and adds items that help 
address chronic illnesses, like diabetic testing strips. 

5. Primary Care Enhancement Act - this allows people in HSAs to use funds to cover direct primary 
care fees. 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/repscottperry/posts/
https://twitter.com/RepScottPerry/status/1022555125678829568
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zvi_Hauser
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zvi_Hauser
http://www.goldfarb.com/our-attorneys/zvi-hauser
https://twitter.com/RepScottPerry/status/1022539997868711937
https://twitter.com/RepScottPerry/status/1022539997868711937
https://twitter.com/RepScottPerry/status/1021489630905024512
https://twitter.com/RepScottPerry/status/1021479939437158400
https://twitter.com/RepMarkMeadows/status/1020826145040678913
https://projects.fivethirtyeight.com/congress-trump-score/scott-perry/
https://fivethirtyeight.com/
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/votes/115-2018/h377


 
Rep. Luke Messer (R-Ind.) explained that this legislation “will allow insurers to provide coverage for and 
incentivize the use of high-value services that can reduce healthcare costs more broadly, such as primary 
care visits and telehealth services.” Objections to this bill are best summarized by Rep. Jim McGovern (D-
Mass.), the ranking member of the House Rules Committee. He observed, “The measures before us do 
nothing to address Republicans' sabotage of the healthcare system. The Republicans passed a $2-trillion 
tax scam that depleted the Medicare trust fund and cut 3 years off its life, and raised insurance premiums 
15% by zeroing out provisions to stabilize the insurance market.” In a vote that occurred on July 25, 2018, 
the bill passed 277-142. Perry voted YES. 
 
H.R. 6311: To amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 and the Patient Protection and Affordable 
Care Act to modify the definition of qualified health plan for purposes of the health insurance 
premium tax credit and to allow individuals purchasing health insurance in the individual market 
to purchase a lower premium copper plan. 
This bill is a companion to H.R. 6199. According to Plan Sponsor, an insurance industry blog, it “allows 
HSA-eligible working seniors enrolled only in Medicare Part A to contribute to their HSAs, and it deems 
Bronze and Catastrophic plans as HSA-qualified plans.” More technical details can be found on another 
industry post. The complaints about this bill are similar to those of H.R. 6199, that it makes changes to 
increase the utility of HSAs, which are primarily used by wealthy people while doing nothing to address 
the Trump Administration sabotage of the Affordable Care Act. This bill also came up for a vote on July 
25,2018 and passed, 242-176. Perry voted YES. 
 
H.R. 184: Protect Medical Innovation Act of 2018 
One of the ways the Affordable Care Act was to be funded was the implementation of a 2.3% tax on 
medical devices like replacement joints, pacemakers and dental implants. That tax, however, was never 
put in place. In 2015 the Congress voted to delay implementation. This bill would eliminate it entirely. 
Rep. Bill Pascrell (D-N.J.) explains the opposition to his maneuver during the floor debate on the bill. He 
noted: 
 

We devised the Affordable Care Act so that it could be paid for and we would not have to 
add to the deficit. We knew we had to pay for this. That's what health care is all about. 
And that's why you guys on the other side, you people, have not come up with an 
alternative because you don't know how to pay for anything. 

 
Those who support the bill make the argument that taxing medical devices just cause costs to be passed 
along to consumers. Lobbyists from medical device makers have campaigned incessantly against this tax 
since the passage of the ACA, spending $10 million this year alone, and their efforts bore fruit on July 24, 
2018. The bill passed in a 283-132 vote. Perry voted YES. 
 
H.R. 5515: John S. McCain National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2019 
This is the massive defense spending bill for 2019. It had previously passed the House and the Senate, 
but in different forms. The Library of Congress provided a brief recap of priorities in this hefty bill, 
including: 
 

(1) Procurement, including aircraft, missiles, weapons and tracked combat vehicles, ammunition, 
shipbuilding and conversion, and space procurement; 
(2) Research, Development, Test, and Evaluation; 
(3) Operation and Maintenance; 
(4) Working Capital Funds; 
(5) Chemical Agents and Munitions Destruction; 
(6) Drug Interdiction and Counter-Drug Activities; 
(7) the Defense Inspector General; 
(8) the Defense Health Program; 
(9) the Armed Forces Retirement Home; 
(10) Overseas Contingency Operations; and 
(11) Military Construction. 

https://www.benefitnews.com/news/house-passes-bills-expanding-health-savings-accounts
https://www.medpagetoday.com/practicemanagement/reimbursement/74213
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/votes/115-2018/h376
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/votes/115-2018/h376
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/votes/115-2018/h376
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/votes/115-2018/h376
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/votes/115-2018/h376
https://www.plansponsor.com/clearing-house-hsa-bills-face-less-certain-senate-consideration/
https://www.alegeus.com/news/alegeus-blog/35-legislative-landscape/1231-bills-passed-out-of-the-ways-means-committee-move-quickly-to-the-house-floor/
https://www.alegeus.com/news/alegeus-blog/35-legislative-landscape/1231-bills-passed-out-of-the-ways-means-committee-move-quickly-to-the-house-floor/
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/votes/115-2018/h372
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/powerpost/paloma/the-health-202/2018/07/25/the-health-202-aca-s-medical-device-tax-once-again-on-the-chopping-block/5b575bcb1b326b1e64695507/?utm_term=.27c6f804ca2f
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/votes/115-2018/h379
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/115/hr5515/summary#libraryofcongress
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/115/hr5515/summary#libraryofcongress


 
The conference committee created a report of changes, which itself is over 650 pages long, and the new 
bill is over 2,500 pages. The conference-approved version of the bill has a $716 billion price tag and 
includes a “...wave of significant Defense Department increases, including service members' pay and the 
number of troops, equipment and weapons for the upcoming fiscal year…. [and] a series of new reforms 
and policy efforts” according to Military.com. The compromise bill came up for its second House vote on 
July 26, 2018 and passed, 359-54. Perry voted YES. He Tweeted about it here. 
 
TOP 
 

Legislation of Interest:  
 
Over 150 new bills were introduced in the days immediately preceding the House’s departure for August 
recess. A full review of all of those bills, with recaps of interesting items, will be included in the August 
12th special edition. This week’s Legislation of Interest is focused on those bills that relate to important 
political issues covered in the news this week. 
 
H.Res. 1028: Impeaching Rod Rosenstein, the Deputy Attorney General of the United States, for 
high crimes and misdemeanors 

 
This resolution was introduced by Rep. Mark Meadows (R-N.C.), one of the leaders of the Freedom 
Caucus, on July 25, 2018. It is pending in the House Judiciary Committee, and it has 14 co-sponsors (all 
R). A dozen of these representatives are members of the Freedom Caucus, including Rep. Perry (see 
story above). This resolution is the latest phase in the House GOP’s attempts to protect President Trump 
from the Mueller investigation. The resolution is predicated upon the inaccurate conclusion that FISA 
warrants were improperly requested by the FBI, and the refusal of the Justice Department to hand over 
certain documents related to the ongoing Mueller investigation. 
 
The day after this resolution was introduced, Speaker of the House Paul Ryan held a press conference 
where he made clear that he does not support this impeachment effort. POLITICO reports that Ryan 
stated, “I don’t think we should be cavalier with this process or this term. I don’t think this rises to the level 
of high crimes and misdemeanors.” He also confirmed that the Department of Justice was “largely 
complying” with the demands from the House for documents. Later that same day Rep. Meadows, the 
sponsor of the bill, had backed down from the impeachment plan, and had turned, instead, to a plan that 
would include a vote for putting Mr. Rosenstein into contempt of Congress for not providing all the 
requested documents. The Hill reports that Meadows said “I think it is our desire to have more of a 
contempt process, which obviously has to have a partner with the Speaker, and I think hopefully they will 
at least acknowledge we've made some reasonable concessions to give DOJ and FBI.” 
 
There won’t be any action on this situation while the House is on recess. That means that we all have 
several weeks to contact Rep. Perry to let him know that we do not support his transparently partisan 
attempt to interfere with the Mueller investigation. Further, this provides ample evidence that it is 
necessary (despite legislator claim to the contrary) to pass the legislative efforts to protect the Mueller 
investigation - H.R. 5476: The Special Counsel Independence and Integrity Act. 
 
H.R. 6630: To require the Director of National Intelligence to investigate whether the National Rifle 
Association benefitted from Russia’s involvement in the United States presidential election of 
2016 
This bill was introduced by Rep. Norma Torres (D-Calif.) on July 26, 2018. It is pending in the House 
Permanent Select Intelligence Committee and it has 6 co-sponsors (all D). On the same day as the 
Helsinki summit, the government indicted Maria Butina, a young woman who had cultivated relationships 
with the NRA and GOP politicians. This bill was introduced in reaction to that indictment and the news 
items that have been revealed in its aftermath. In a statement released in conjunction with this bill, Rep. 
Torres observed, “The case of Maria Butina has raised a lot of questions about the depths that Russia 
was willing to go to infiltrate our democracy. My bill would provide us with a more complete picture to 

https://www.lawfareblog.com/document-fiscal-2019-ndaa-conference-text-and-explanatory-statement
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2018/07/26/house-passes-compromise-ndaa-defense-policy-bill-heads-senate.html
https://twitter.com/RepScottPerry/status/1022539997868711937
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/115/hres1028/text
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/115/hres1028/text
https://www.politico.com/story/2018/07/26/ryan-rejects-conservative-push-to-impeach-rosenstein-743487
http://thehill.com/policy/national-security/399010-meadows-swaps-rosenstein-impeachment-efforts-for-contempt-after?h_sid=80b684a68f-5a9ef4707311b4537199cb41
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/115/hr5476/details
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/115/hr6630
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/115/hr6630
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/115/hr6630
https://www.cnn.com/2018/07/19/politics/maria-butina-paul-erickson-russian-sex-lies-guns/index.html
https://torres.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/torres-introduces-bill-investigate-national-rifle-association-links


track where foreign money went in the 2016 presidential election and hold the NRA accountable for 
transparency.” 
 
The New Republic reported earlier this year that the NRA spent about $30 million on President Trump’s 
campaign and even more than that on the campaign of other GOP politicians and lobbying efforts. Having 
the Director of National Intelligence perform a review of how Russia may have been involved in the 
election is critical, as the Treasury Department announced (in a freakish coincidence, on the same day as 
the summit and the Butina indictment) that a number of nonprofits, including the NRA, will no longer need 
to provide information about their donors to the Internal Revenue Service. 
 
It is critical that we find out the financial role that Russia made have paid in bankrolling the Trump 
campaign via the NRA. With the new Treasury rules, that cannot be done through normal investigative 
means by normal citizens. Please consider calling Rep. Perry to express your support for this bill. 
 
This week’s legislative responses to the Helsinki summit 
The shocking press conference with President Trump and Russian President Putin in Helsinki on July 16, 
2018 has spawned a number of legislative efforts in the days since then. This is by no means a 
comprehensive list (as many legislators introduced nearly identical bills), but it is a collection of the most 
interesting, and bills with the best chances for movement. Although it is likely a moot point to contact Rep. 
Perry asking him to support these measures, nonetheless, it is worth being aware that they exist. 
 

H.Res. 1016: Concurring in the judgement of the assessment provided by the United 
States intelligence community regarding Russian interference in the 2016 presidential 
election 
This resolution was introduced by Rep. Dutch Ruppersberger (D-Md.) on July 23, 2018. It is 
pending in the House Permanent Select Intelligence Committee and it has 4 bipartisan co-
sponsors (3D, 1R). The resolution is brief and it asserts “the intelligence community is comprised 
of patriotic professionals who provide timely and relevant nonpartisan analysis and assessments 
that are critical to American defense and interests” and concludes by agreeing with their 
judgement. Representative Ruppersberger issued the following statement when the bill was 
introduced: 
 

Our U.S. intelligence community has consistently affirmed that Russia 
deliberately interfered and influenced the 2016 election. In fact, 12 Russian 
intelligence officers were just indicted by the U.S. government for compromising 
our election. Instead of taking Putin on, Trump discredited our own intelligence 
workers. So if he won’t stand up for our country and our democracy, the House of 
Representatives will. 

 
H.Res. 1017: Requesting the President, and directing the Secretary of State, to transmit to 
the House of Representatives copies of all documents, records, communications, 
transcripts, summaries, notes, memoranda, and read-aheads in their possession referring 
or relating to certain communications between President Donald Trump and President 
Vladimir Putin. 
 
This resolution was introduced By Rep. Brendan Boyle (D-Penn.) on July 24, 2018. It is pending 
in the House Foreign Affairs Committee and it does not yet have cosponsors. President Trump’s 
two-hour meeting with Russian President Vladimir Putin was unusual in that no one was present 
other than an interpreter. It is rare when meetings between leaders occur without other officials 
(like the Secretary of State) present, and unprecedented for such meetings to occur without 
information provided to the public (or even members of the president’s own party) about the 
contents of what was discussed. Accordingly, Rep. Boyle’s bill would request information from the 
executive branch to provide some level of clarity on what was discussed at the closed-door 
portion of the Helsinki summit. Rep. Boyle explained his rationale for introducing this bill: 

 

https://newrepublic.com/minutes/148961/evidence-emerges-nras-russia-connection
https://www.cnn.com/2018/07/17/politics/treasury-irs-donor-lists/index.html
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/115/hres1016/text
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/115/hres1016/text
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/115/hres1016/text
https://fitzpatrick.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/ruppersberger-fitzpatrick-introduce-bipartisan-resolution-reaffirming
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/115/hres1017/text
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/115/hres1017/text
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/115/hres1017/text
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/115/hres1017/text
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/115/hres1017/text
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/115/hres1017/text
https://boyle.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/boyle-introduces-resolution-inquiry-demanding-release-trump-putin


Because President Trump went into the meeting without staff, which is highly 
unusual, we must take the word of a demonstrated friend of Putin on what 
happened in that room. I, for one, am unable and unwilling to be satisfied by the 
President’s assurances that he ‘gave up nothing.’ We all know what happened 
after the summit: President Trump declared on the world stage that he believed 
Putin over the U.S. intelligence agencies, providing Putin the propaganda of his 
dreams. I can only imagine what happened during. 

 
 
TOP 
 

 
Adapted from the weekly PA-08 MoCTrack report, compiled by Elayne Baker, Gary Garb & Kierstyn Piotrowski Zolfo 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/321indivisible/
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