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Perry/PA-10 This Week 

 

Perry and Scott meet in Harrisburg Hill Society joint appearance 

 

The candidates met at the second of three scheduled face-offs during the campaign, this one at a meeting of 

the Hill Society, a midstate business networking group. A link to video coverage of the event on Facebook is 

here. See PennLive’s reporting about the debate here.  

 

In an obvious effort to reframe the narrative following the debate, Republican Party of Pennsylvania 

Communications Director Jason Gottesman accused Scott and the DCCC of attempting to “run the Conor 

Lamb playbook in central Pennsylvania,” and described Scott’s positions as “far too extremely liberal.”  

 

Perry and Scott will be at a public candidates’ forum at the Harrisburg Jewish Community Center on North 

Front Street, on Monday, October 15th at 7pm. A final debate between the candidates will occur on 

Thursday, Oct. 18. It will be televised live on WGAL News 8. 

 

Perry’s “food fight” ad demonstrates “double life”  

 

As races across the country continue to tighten, Republicans seem to be doing whatever it takes in order to 

save their seats, but many are tailoring their message to make themselves appear less partisan in an 

attempt to appeal to a broader base. An Oct. 2 Politico story includes Perry in a list of “vulnerable 

Republicans” who, despite attempting to highlight their commitment to bipartisan issues in campaign ads, 

still turn to partisan fundraising tactics such as Perry’s use of Jim Jordan to send emails on his behalf.  

 

Beyond just misrepresenting himself as a conciliator, Perry goes even further in a recent ad, blaming 

Congressional gridlock on Nancy Pelosi and the Democrats, calling the situation, “a childish food fight … to 

obstruct President Trump’s agenda.” Scott campaign manager Stephany Dugan responded, calling the ad a 

“foolish display,” and pointing out the same double message highlighted in Politico’s article. “This ad 

contradicts [Perry’s] own public statements about trying to work toward solutions,” Dugan was quoted in a 

PoliticsPA story. “When Scott Perry says he fights to win, he really means he fights to divide.” 

 

Polling shows PA-10 race continues to tighten 

 
A recent Public Policy Poll indicates that the race in the 10th District is too close to call. Read John Micek’s 

PennLive coverage here and the York Dispatch’s story here. 

 

Another indicator, the University of Virginia’ Center for Politics “[Larry] Sabato’s Crystal Ball” predictions has 

moved the race from “Likely Republican” to “Leans Republican.” 

 

TwitterScope 

 

The 60-day pre-election moratorium period prevents Rep. Perry from making any statements or dropping 
press releases via Twitter, so other than a few anodyne messages about National Manufacturing Day and 
wishes for a “safe and happy” Columbus Day, all has been quiet.  

https://www.facebook.com/TheHillSociety/
https://www.pennlive.com/politics/index.ssf/2018/10/rep_scott_perry_and_challenger.html
http://www.pagop.org/2018/10/three-takeaways-fridays-pa-10-debate/
https://jewishharrisburg.org/community-calendar/crc-candidates-night
https://www.politico.com/story/2018/10/02/house-republicans-trump-midterms-855643
https://youtu.be/NiDw4WtD62g
http://www.politicspa.com/pa10-perry-talks-trump-agenda-in-new-ad/89008/
http://www.politicspa.com/pa10-perry-talks-trump-agenda-in-new-ad/89008/
https://www.scribd.com/document/390025957/New-Public-Policy-Poll-in-PA10
https://www.pennlive.com/capitol-notebook/2018/10/new_poll_central_pa_congressio.html?utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=pennlive_sf
https://www.yorkdispatch.com/story/news/local/2018/10/08/new-poll-shows-george-scott-one-points-behind-rep-scott-perry/1514784002/
http://crystalball.centerforpolitics.org/crystalball/articles/ratings-changes-house-senate-and-governor/
http://crystalball.centerforpolitics.org/crystalball/articles/ratings-changes-house-senate-and-governor/
https://twitter.com/RepScottPerry/status/1048230904429252608
https://twitter.com/RepScottPerry/status/1049283267751333889
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Tracking Perry in the Age of Trump 

 

The higher the number, the more the legislator votes in support of the Trump agenda. 

 

Rep. Scott Perry — Ranking This Week: 85.9% (no change from last week) 

 

Nate Silver’s FiveThirtyEight website assesses the voting records of our MoCs to provide this index, by 

comparing any bills where President Trump has stated a position, and comparing the vote of the legislator to 

that opinion. 
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Votes of Interest   

 

H.R. 6545: the Violence Against Women Reauthorization Act of 2018 

 

As we reported last week, Perry, along with fellow House Freedom Caucus members, voted NO on 
H.R.6157 - Department of Defense and Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education Appropriations 
Act, 2019 and Continuing Appropriations Act, 2019 because the bill failed to include funding for President 
Trump’s border wall. It passed without their support and averted a government shutdown until December 7, 
2018. 
 
What we discovered on closer inspection was that, during discussion of that continuing appropriations bill, a 
separate vote occurred the reauthorization of VAWA (HR 6545) sponsored by Rep. Sheila Jackson Lee and 
co-sponsored by 163 fellow Democrats. On a straight party line vote of 230 for, 188 against, House 
Republicans blocked debate on the VAWA bill, also kicking it down the road to December 7, which is the 
new deadline for when it will lapse. conveniently after the election. The 1994 law is designed to prevent 
domestic and dating violence, stalking and sexual assaults and to help victims repair their lives after those 
crimes occur. This Democratic bill reauthorizing it would increase the law's funding while giving it more teeth 
to address a wide range of offenses, including ones against immigrants and tribal members and close the 
so-called “boyfriend loophole” that ensures dating partners under a protective order are prohibited from 
having a firearm. Currently, that law only applies to couples who are married, live together, or share a child. 
It also extends the firearm prohibition to people accused of stalking. Finally, it restricts people under 
temporary restraining orders from possessing a gun. See further coverage of the bill here.  

 
H.R. 6: SUPPORT for Patients and Communities Act/H.Res. 1099: Providing for the 
concurrence by the House in the Senate amendment to H.R. 6, with an amendment 
The full title for this legislative package is the “Substance Use-Disorder Prevention that Promotes Opioid 
Recovery and Treatment” of Patients and Communities Act. This is a collection of bills that the House had 
passed individually back in June. The Senate then merged a number of those into this effort, and passed it 
in mid-September. Because they amended the bill, even if only to add materials already passed by the 
House, the bill still needed to return there to be voted upon once again, to endorse the changes.   
 
The summary of the legislation itself is quite lengthy, but can be found here. The shortest possible 
description is that this “includes Medicaid, Medicare, and public health reforms to combat the opioid crisis by 
advancing treatment and recovery initiatives, improving prevention, protecting communities, and bolstering 
efforts to combat illicit synthetic drugs like fentanyl.“  There had been some concerns that a bailout for 
pharmaceutical corporations would be introduced into this bill when the House took it up.  This appears to 
have NOT occurred. The House invoked a suspension of the rules, whereby they avoided debate on the bill. 
In a vote on September 28, 2018 the bill passed, 393-8. Perry voted YES. 

 
The bill then returned to the Senate, where a minor change introduced in the House was agreed to. The final 
vote, taken on October 3, 2018, was 98-1. Casey voted YES and Toomey voted YES. The bill awaits the 
president’s signature before becoming law. 

https://projects.fivethirtyeight.com/congress-trump-score/scott-perry/
https://fivethirtyeight.com/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/6545?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22HR+6545%22%5D%7D&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/6545?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22HR+6545%22%5D%7D&r=1
https://www.321indivisible.org/perryscopes
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/6157?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22HR+6157%22%5D%7D&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/6157?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22HR+6157%22%5D%7D&r=1
http://clerk.house.gov/evs/2018/roll402.xml
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/powerpost/paloma/the-health-202/2018/09/21/the-health-202-in-metoo-era-congress-isn-t-prioritizing-violence-against-women-programs/5ba3e43e1b326b7c8a8d1587/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.784a6d580a4a
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/votes/115-2018/h415
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/votes/115-2018/h415
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/115/hr6/summary
https://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/407653-lawmakers-consider-easing-costs-on-drug-companies-as-part-of-opioids-deal
http://www.lowerbucksindivisible.org/legislation/2017-10-01-learning-about-legislation-5.pdf
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Legislation of Interest 
 
EDITOR’S NOTE - The Legislation of Interest segment is on hiatus for a few weeks until after the election. 
Since the House is home campaigning, it is unlikely that any major legislation has any chance of being 
introduced or making any progress in the next month. We promise to be back with recaps of new bills of 
interest after campaign season is over! 
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Adapted from the weekly PA-08 MoCTrack report, compiled by  

Elayne Baker, Gary Garb, Kathy Sikes & Kierstyn Piotrowski Zolfo 

https://www.facebook.com/321indivisible/
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