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Perry/PA-10 This Week 

 

Perry/Scott debate highlights 

 
Perry and Scott faced off for the first time last week in a debate sponsored by the Rotary Club of 

York. Watch the full debate here. Click for coverage on the debate from PennLive, the York Daily 

Record and the York Dispatch.  

 

One of the highlights of the debate came in response to a question regarding who should be the 

House speaker. In a rebuttal to a comment by George Scott questioning Perry’s choice of fellow 

Freedom Caucus member Rep. Jim Jordan for speaker, Perry defended his "[the] Freedom 

caucus is a process organization … it is not an ideological organization." 

 

PA-10 continues to garner national attention 

 

Yet another indicator of the competitiveness of the PA-10 race came this week with an 

endorsement of George Scott by former Vice President Joe Biden. See the Scott campaign’s 

press release here.  

 

Ads hit local TV markets 

 

An aggressive ad push from the Scott campaign has seen three 30-second ads running in PA-10 

markets. The first, entitled “Journey” introduces Scott and traces his path to the campaign. The 

second ad highlights Scott’s willingness to work across party lines to accomplish legislative 

priorities that will benefit constituents. All three ads are available on the Scott website here.  

 

Perry so far has one 30-second spot, titled, “Still Fighting,” featured on his YouTube Channel. 

And though conservative PACs appear to have planned to air commercial(s) for him, we 

haven't seen them materialize yet. 

 

See a PoliticsPA story commenting on George Scott’s ads here.   

 

TwitterScope 

 

Perry Tweeted several times this week, mainly reminders about flood safety and retweets about 

supporting victims of Hurricane Florence.   
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Tracking Perry in the Age of Trump 

 

The higher the number, the more the legislator votes in support of the Trump agenda. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-3oyzYFIubQ
https://www.pennlive.com/politics/index.ssf/2018/09/pa_10th_district_us_house_cand.html
https://www.ydr.com/story/news/politics/elections/2018/09/19/pa-midterm-elections-congressman-scott-perry-george-scott-debate-york/1356132002/
https://www.ydr.com/story/news/politics/elections/2018/09/19/pa-midterm-elections-congressman-scott-perry-george-scott-debate-york/1356132002/
https://www.yorkdispatch.com/story/news/local/2018/09/19/rep-scott-perry-george-scott-clash-over-freedom-caucus-during-debate/1358800002/
http://www.witf.org/news/2018/09/biden-endorses-midstate-congressional-candidate.php
http://www.witf.org/news/2018/09/biden-endorses-midstate-congressional-candidate.php
https://georgescott4congress.com/2018/09/20/vice-president-joe-biden-endorses-george-scott-for-congress-in-pennsylvanias-new-10th-district/
https://georgescott4congress.com/contact-html/press-room-html/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VDtxLfKzTS0
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAs4v4Oj1TxY6Kq6U7t730A
http://www.timesonline.com/news/20180811/conservative-group-pledges-ad-campaign-to-back-us-rep-keith-rothfus
http://www.politicspa.com/pa10-scott-pushes-bipartisanship-message-in-2nd-ad/88896/
https://twitter.com/RepScottPerry/status/1042112044806365186
https://twitter.com/RepScottPerry/status/1042114138632343553


 

 

 

Rep. Scott Perry — Ranking This Week: 85.4% (no change from last week) 

 

Nate Silver’s FiveThirtyEight website assesses the voting records of our MoCs to provide this 

index, by comparing any bills where President Trump has stated a position, and comparing the 

vote of the legislator to that opinion. 
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Votes of Interest   

 

There was very little significant activity from the House this week, so we’re highlighting Senate 

votes on prior House resolutions (noting votes from our two state senators). 

 
H.R. 6157: Department of Defense and Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education 
Appropriations Act, 2019 
This is another one of three “minibus” bills that needed to pass if we are to avoid a government 
shutdown on October 1, 2018. Last week we reported on the passage of the first of the three bills, 
which included energy and veterans spending (and President Trump signed that first bill on 
Friday). As a reminder, The Hill laid out the groundwork for how this process works: 

Congress must pass funding bills to cover 12 areas of spending each year, or 
pass a continuing resolution (CR) for those areas to keep current levels in place 
when the new fiscal year begins. Failure to do so results in a government 
shutdown. Congress hopes to pass the 9 bills in three minibus packages 
alongside a CR for the three remaining bills, which include controversial items 
such as President Donald Trump's proposed border wall. 

This new bill, according to Sen. Richard Shelby (R-Ala.), contains $675 billion for defense. The 
Republican Policy Committee summary breaks that down further: 

● $144 billion for military personnel 
● $245.9 billion for operations and maintenance 
● $145.7 billion for procurement 
● $1.557 billion for “revolving and management funds” 
● $34.4 billion for base requirements, cancer research, traumatic brain injury and 

psychological health research, and sexual assault prevention and response 
● $68.1 billion for Global War on Terrorism operations 
● Additional funds for “general provisions” 

 
Much like the first ‘minibus’ bill, this second bill had passed the House in June, and then a 
different version passed the Senate in August, leading to a conference report. The vote that took 
place on September 18, 2018 was the Senate voting to accept the conference report.  The final 
vote was 93-7. Senator Casey voted YES and Senator Toomey voted NO. This now goes to 
the House for a vote on the conference report.  And there is still one more minibus bill and a CR 
to pass if we are to avoid a shut down at the start of next month. 
 
H.R. 6: SUPPORT for Patients and Communities Act 
This bill is a part of a large package of legislation passed by the House in June to address the 
opioid crisis. Once the big pile of bills passed the House, the Senate merged a number of them 
into this effort. The summary itself is quite lengthy, but can be found here. The shortest possible 
description is that this “includes Medicaid, Medicare, and public health reforms to combat the 
opioid crisis by advancing treatment and recovery initiatives, improving prevention, protecting 
communities, and bolstering efforts to combat illicit synthetic drugs like fentanyl.“ The vote on this 
combined package was taken on September 17, 2018 and it passed the Senate, 99-1. Senator 
Casey voted YES and Senator Toomey voted YES.  The bill will now return to the House so 
that they can vote on the changes. 

https://projects.fivethirtyeight.com/congress-trump-score/scott-perry/
https://fivethirtyeight.com/
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/votes/115-2018/s212
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/votes/115-2018/s212
http://thehill.com/policy/finance/406092-house-and-senate-plan-conference-meet-for-two-minibus-spending-bills
http://thehill.com/policy/finance/406092-house-and-senate-plan-conference-meet-for-two-minibus-spending-bills
http://thehill.com/policy/finance/406092-house-and-senate-plan-conference-meet-for-two-minibus-spending-bills
http://thehill.com/policy/finance/406092-house-and-senate-plan-conference-meet-for-two-minibus-spending-bills
https://insidedefense.com/insider/trump-signs-first-spending-minibus-law
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/115/hr6157/summary#oursummary
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/votes/115-2018/s210
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/115/hr6/summary


 

 

 
At the end of the week, news broke that there is a plan to include a bailout for pharmaceutical 
corporations in the version that the House will vote upon.  The Hill reports: 

Lawmakers are considering adding a provision easing costs on drug companies 
to an opioid package currently being negotiated.  The powerful pharmaceutical 
industry has been pushing for months to roll back a provision from February’s 
budget deal that shifted more costs onto drug companies, and they sense they 
have a chance to attach the change to the bipartisan opioid package currently 
moving through Congress...At issue is a change from February’s budget deal that 
shifted billions more costs onto drug companies in Medicare’s coverage gap, 
known as the donut hole. Other provisions, including some favored by 
Democrats, are also in the mix as part of a deal to undo, or at least partially roll 
back, that change. 

When that news came out, Sen. Ron Wyden (D-Ore.), issued a statement that read, “It would be 
unconscionable for Republicans to airdrop a bailout for Big Pharma into a piece of legislation that 
spends less than half of that amount to curtail the opioid epidemic. This handout to price-gouging 
pharmaceutical manufacturers will increase premiums on seniors in Medicare and do nothing to 
lower the cost of their drugs at the pharmacy counter.”  This is a developing story, and we will 
continue to track it. 
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Adapted from the weekly PA-08 MoCTrack report, compiled by  

Elayne Baker, Gary Garb, Kathy Sikes & Kierstyn Piotrowski Zolfo 

 
 

  

https://thehill.com/policy/healthcare/407653-lawmakers-consider-easing-costs-on-drug-companies-as-part-of-opioids-deal
https://www.finance.senate.gov/ranking-members-news/wyden-statement-on-pharma-bailout-in-opioid-bill
https://www.facebook.com/321indivisible/
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