
The PerryScope (week ending 3/17/19) 
Welcome to the weekly PerryScope! Our goal is to track how our PA-10 member of Congress votes and hold him accountable. We 
also include a recap of social media and other mentions in the past week as well as coverage of Senator Casey and Senator Toomey. 
If you’d like to read the full MoCTrack from the PA-01 Team, click here.  
 

TRACKING CONGRESS in the AGE of TRUMP 
 
Nate Silver’s FiveThirtyEight keeps a running tally of how often every member of the House and Senate votes with or against the 
president. The higher the number, the more the legislator votes to support the Trump agenda. 

 

Member of Congress Career  
116th 
Congress   

Change from last 
report (career) 

Change from last report 
(116th Congress) 

Senator Bob Casey (D) 30.9%  20.0%   -0.6% -5.0% 

Senator Pat Toomey (R) 87.9% 80% -0.9% -7.5%* 

Rep. Scott Perry (R) 86.5% 93.8% NO CHANGE NO CHANGE 

 * See story below! 
 
HOW PERRY VOTED in the HOUSE THIS WEEK  

 

Link to  
Bill Details Explainer Topic 

Perry 
Vote Date 

Vote 
Count 

 
Result 

H. Con. Res. 
24 

Resolution to make the results of the Mueller 
Report public (see #4 below) Administrative YES 03-14-19 

 
420-0  PASS 

 
SENATE & HOUSE VOTES of INTEREST 
 
The Senate had two big policy votes and a trio of confirmations; the House had one big resolution pass as well as a number of small 
legislative fixes and improvements 
 

1. Mitch McConnell was forced to bring the resolution to end Trump’s national emergency up for a vote.  Now that it has 
passed, we need your help with a few of PA’s GOP House members to overcome the coming veto vote. 

2. The Senate took on the topic of the US involvement in Yemen, and all of the other baggage that comes with that – Trump’s 
foreign policy, war powers, human rights and arms sales. 

3. The Senate confirmed a trio of Trump picks – a Heritage Foundation alum to lead up the Bureau of Labor Statistics, 
a Bridgegate veteran for the 3rd Circuit, and a anti-choice, anti-LGBTQ, anti-affirmative action former clerk of Justice 
Clarence Thomas with a library full of awful writings to the DC Circuit court. 

4. The House considered whether to make public the forthcoming Mueller Report, and the results were surprising. 
5. The House passed a slew of other smaller bills, mostly unanimously. They took on issues like the Electronic Message 

Preservation Act, the Federal Register Modernization Act, updating the duties of the Financial Crimes Enforcement 
Network… the kind of legislating they were elected to do. 

 
PA-10 UPDATES & MEDIA COVERAGE 

Perry earns a perfect score from anti-choice lobbying group 

The “Family” Research Council came out with its scorecard for the 115th Congress last week and, not surprisingly, Rep. Perry earned 
a perfect score for his votes on restricting women’s access to healthcare. The conservative organization, allied with the far-right 
evangelical Christian camp, has been labeled a hate group by the Southern Poverty Law Center for its anti-LGBTQ agenda. On the 
Senate side, Pat Toomey also received a 100 percent rating for his eight anti-choice votes, while Senator Casey earned a 13% (one 
YES vote on the failed S. 2311). Read more context from the Pennsylvania Capital-Star here. Download the full FRC publication here.   

 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tn-TbGpIPdZUOSM1v1-IJqQyy-pa4ysgslSn3xFxC2U/edit
https://projects.fivethirtyeight.com/congress-trump-score/
http://bit.ly/2VZ3Z1g
http://bit.ly/2VZ3Z1g
http://bit.ly/2F9jywv
http://bit.ly/2HI1nRD
http://bit.ly/2O9oqWC
http://bit.ly/2Fcr1uE
http://bit.ly/2UFSLi1
http://bit.ly/2u9IFu9
http://bit.ly/2VZ3Z1g
http://bit.ly/2HDApum
https://www.splcenter.org/fighting-hate/extremist-files/group/family-research-council
https://www.senate.gov/legislative/LIS/roll_call_lists/roll_call_vote_cfm.cfm?congress=115&session=2&vote=00025
https://www.penncapital-star.com/commentary/the-family-research-councils-latest-congressional-scorecard-isnt-very-pro-family-john-l-micek/?fbclid=IwAR0TrA8JjLUWey7xQvHmhZ6vcdlyGSquCXBLTicw3K4ulGIy1kqhRkdMayg
https://downloads.frcaction.org/EF/EF19B01.pdf


Perry won’t oppose 90 percent cut to cleanup funding for Chesapeake Bay 

Saying that Pennsylvanians “already bear a heavy burden” of the cost of cleaning up the Chesapeake Bay, Rep. Perry failed to oppose 
the president’s proposed near-elimination of funding for critical EPA programs. Perry joins other Republican legislators bowing to 
lobbying efforts from farm groups who oppose regulations that limit their ability to dump nitrogen and phosphorus into local 
waterways. One of Perry’s colleagues, however, Lancaster’s Lloyd Smucker, says he’ll continue to support the Chesapeake cleanup 
(although he supports Trump’s overall cost-cutting measures). Read more about local legislators’ responses from the York Dispatch 
here. According to the Chesapeake Bay Foundation’s 2018 State of the Bay Report, Lancaster and York counties are the biggest 
contributors to nitrogen pollution in the state.  

TOOMEY & CASEY UPDATES 
 
Toomey votes with Democrats to end Trump’s “emergency” declaration 
 
The big story this week from our junior senator this week (which, incidentally, explains his 7.5% Trump-score drop) was his decision 
to side with Democrats in the Senate Vote on H. J. Res. 46. Because this joint resolution is “privileged” Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell was forced to bring this legislation to end President Trump’s emergency to the floor for a vote. Eleven other Senate 
Republicans crossed the aisle. The resolution passed in a 59-41 vote. 
 
In a statement Toomey commented: “Well before the president declared this national emergency, I made clear that such a 
declaration was ill-advised. Our Constitution explicitly gives Congress the responsibility to determine how taxpayer money is used. 
The president’s emergency declaration undermines the fundamental constitutional principle of the separation of powers, and it sets 
a dangerous precedent that future presidents could use to advance controversial policies."   

 
In other Casey & Toomey news … 
We have the best Tweets of the week from our Senators, as well as the best media and constituent response of the week.  Our 
senators were all over traditional media this week, with Senator Casey taking on child care costs, disability employment needs, 
hazing, and tips on taking Pennsylvania for the Democrats running for president. For the first time ever Senator Toomey beat out his 
senior colleague in the traditional press (from a volume perspective), with his thoughts on his emergency vote, female voters and 
the GOP’s issues with them, the opioid crisis and the medical device tax. 

 
OTHER SECTIONS 
 
This week we have an explainer on the new American Dream and Promise Act – what it covers, and why it is different and better 
than all of the solutions (that didn’t pass) for Dreamers and folks getting temporary protected status that we saw ever since 
President Trump cancelled the DACA program in 2017.  And for our Call to Action segment, we follow up on that explainer with 
some scripts provided by Make the Road PA, for calling upon legislators to support the American Dream and Promise Act of 2019. 

 
Make sure you know what is being done in your name by our legislators.  

Read MoCTrack, because your legislators work for you! 
 

 

 

 
The PerryScope is a publication of Capital Region Indivisible, adapted from the weekly Pennsylvania MoCTrack report, 

compiled by Elayne Baker, Gary Garb, Kathy Sikes & Kierstyn Piotrowski Zolfo 
 
 

 

https://www.yorkdispatch.com/story/news/local/2019/03/13/smucker-casey-affirm-support-chesapeake-bay-program-after-trumps-proposed-cuts/3141117002/
https://www.cbf.org/about-the-bay/state-of-the-bay-report/
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/votes/116-2019/s49
http://bit.ly/2ThF5ND
https://www.mcall.com/news/pennsylvania/capitol-ideas/mc-nws-pat-toomey-vote-trump-national-emergency-20190314-story.html
http://bit.ly/2HE0yJt
http://bit.ly/2JiYLfh
http://bit.ly/2W7BRJs
http://bit.ly/2CsTYlz
http://bit.ly/2HBAgHH
https://www.facebook.com/321indivisible/
https://www.facebook.com/PAStatewide/
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