
The PerryScope (week ending 2/17/19) 
Welcome to the weekly PerryScope! Our goal is to track how our PA-10 member of Congress votes and hold him 
accountable. We also include a recap of social media and other mentions in the past week as well as coverage of Senator 
Casey and Senator Toomey. If you’d like to read the full MoCTrack from the PA-01 Team, click here. 
 

TRACKING CONGRESS in the AGE of TRUMP 
 
Nate Silver’s FiveThirtyEight keeps a running tally of how often every member of the House and Senate votes with or 
against the president. The higher the number, the more the legislator votes to support the Trump agenda. 

 

Member of Congress Career  
116th Congress   Change from last 

report (career) 
Change from last report 
(116th Congress) 

Senator Bob Casey (D) 31.1% 16.7% -.4% -3.3%  

Senator Pat Toomey (R) 88.5% 83.3% +.1% +3.3% 

Rep. Scott Perry (R) 86% 91.7% +.2%  +.8% 

 
HOW PERRY VOTED in the HOUSE THIS WEEK  

 

Link to Bill 
Details Explainer Topic 

Perry 
Vote Date 

Vote 
Count 

 
Result 

H.J. Res. 31 
Funding DHS for the rest of the fiscal year and avoiding 
another shutdown Budget NO 02-14-19 300-128 

PASS 

H.J. Res. 37 
Advocates for removing the US military from any role 
in the war in Yemen Foreign Affairs NO* 02-13-19 248-177 

PASS 

H.R. 1065 

Encourages the federal government to investigate a 
job candidates’ social media when granting security 
clearances Administrative YES 02-11-19 377-3 

PASS 

 
*NOTE: In Voting NO, Perry maintained his staunch loyalty to Trump’s claims to power as commander-in-chief. In doing so, 
he broke with most of his Freedom Caucus cronies, who were among the 18 Republicans joining Democrats to support the 
bill. Perry’s unconditional support for Trump appears to be stronger than his loyalty to his Freedom Caucus mentors or any 
concern over constitutional separation of powers. 

 
SENATE & HOUSE VOTES of INTEREST 
 
We have a lot of voting in both houses this week, on some big issues: 

1. Both the House and Senate voted on an appropriations bill to avert another shutdown, and we break down a lot 
of the details that didn’t make it into the papers 

2. The Senate voted to confirm William Barr as our nation’s new Attorney General, and we have vote info as well as 
the official statements from both senators 

3. The senate voted on an environmental package that creates a number of new national monuments, expands 
existing parks, and permanently reauthorizes the Land and Water Conservation Fund. 

4. The Senate voted on an anti-lynching bill, the same one that passed their chamber at the end of last December. 
5. The House passed a measure to remove US from military involvement (including plane refueling) in Yemen. 

 

PA-10 UPDATES & MEDIA COVERAGE 
 
Perry to fill one of three newly created Freedom Caucus leadership positions 
 
Facing repeated losses in the newly Democrat-controlled House, the ultra-conservative group of House members who have 
been among Trump’s strongest allies, have created three new positions, one of which, Caucus Whip, will be filled by Rep 
Scott Perry, according to the Daily Caller. The other two positions, policy chair, and communications chair, will be filled by 
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http://bit.ly/2EfmZ5C
http://bit.ly/2GNPqcl
http://bit.ly/2DO6FHr
http://bit.ly/2BE4rKu
http://bit.ly/2DRuAFW
https://dailycaller.com/2019/02/15/freedom-caucus-new-positions-fight-dems/?fbclid=IwAR2JsI9YTUmjESWZTtn8uptA9voUaUQ_JnNtU-0UhHV6-q9UCdgrhX3fC00


Ohio’s Warren Davidson and Georgia’s Jody Hice, respectively. Perry’s buddy, Mark Meadows praised the three newly 
elected leaders, saying that their “compelling voices” will help the Freedom Caucus to “better navigate upcoming debates.” 

 
Perry defends Trump’s “National Emergency” and explains opposing spending resolution 
 
Like most of his Republican colleagues, Perry took to social media to express his support for Trump’s Emergency 
declaration, saying, Trump “has every right to invoke a national emergency to secure our borders.” Perry echoed this line 
on a Fox Business appearance, invoking the GOP’s favorite go-to specters of drugs, gangs, and flowing over the border, 
saying that Trump has “no other choice,” given Congress’s failure to act.   

 
CRI and HRI join forces & invite Perry to in-person Town Hall 
 
Our own Capitol Region Indivisible has joined forces with our sibling group, Hershey Indivisible, to hold a Town Hall 
scheduled for this Saturday, February 23 from 10 AM-12 PM at the Hershey Public Library. In the all-too-likely event Perry 
does not respond or declines to attend, four local experts have been scheduled to speak on issues of interest to PA10 
residents, including George Scott speaking about Perry’s positions on veteran's affairs, Spero Lappas on Perry’s support of 
the Freedom Caucus, Jan Jarrett on Perry’s record on the environment & climate change, and Dr. William Danielson on 
Perry’s positions on healthcare. Light refreshments will be served. Space is limited! Sign up to attend here.  

 
TOOMEY & CASEY UPDATES 
 
We start off the week’s media coverage with the response to the president’s declaration of a national emergency from 
(almost) every Pennsylvanian MoC. We have the best Tweets of the week from our Senators, as well as a handful of 
amusing constituent responses to our junior senator’s attempt at Valentine’s Day poetry. Our traditional media coverage 
of Senator Casey includes his comments on money in politics and family leave. Senator Toomey’s media section includes 
his thoughts on stock buybacks and his issues with the EPA nominee. 
 

OTHER SECTIONS 
 
In the Learning about Legislation segment, we do a DEEP dive into the history of national emergency policy, and how the 
legislative and executive branch interact in times of crisis. Our call to action concerns the pending national emergency, and 
the nationwide protests taking place this President’s Day.  But even if you can’t attend those events, please make sure you 
call our MoCs to let them know how you feel about the president using a claim of an emergency to fulfill his campaign 
promise. 

 
 

Make sure you know what is being done in your name by our legislators.  
Read MoCTrack, because your legislators work for you! 

 
Adapted from the weekly PA-01 MoCTrack report, compiled by 

Elayne Baker, Gary Garb, Kathy Sikes & Kierstyn Piotrowski Zolfo 
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