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Perry/PA-10 This Week 

 

With just five weeks to go, the campaign is heating up: 

 

• PA-10 moves from “potentially vulnerable” to “vulnerable” in PoliticsPA update 

• Perry’s campaign has released a second ad, blaming Democrats as obstructionists 

thwarting Trump’s agenda. See PoliticsPA’s coverage here.  

• Sources report the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee (DCCC) has made 

an ad buy in the Harrisburg market with a start date of 10/5.  

• In a letter to the editor, CRI member David Cwalina points out Rep. Perry’s dismal 25 

percent score on the National Active and Retired Federal Employees Association’s 

(NARFE) voting scorecard. 

 

TwitterScope 

 

Although the 60-day pre-election moratorium period prevents Rep. Perry from making any 
statements or dropping press releases via Twitter, he did manage to make his priorities clear this 
week in several Tweets and reTweets: 
 

• Perry retweeted a mention of his participation in “Rally for the Republic”, a Koch-brothers 

sponsored rally in support of SCOTUS nominee Brett Kavanaugh’s confirmation 

 

• A retweet of a Washington Post interview regarding the FAA Reauthorization bill.  

 

• An announcement of markup of ten House Foreign Affairs Committee proposals  
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Tracking Perry in the Age of Trump 

 

The higher the number, the more the legislator votes in support of the Trump agenda. 

 

Rep. Scott Perry — Ranking This Week: 85.9% (up .05% from last week) 

 

Nate Silver’s FiveThirtyEight website assesses the voting records of our MoCs to provide this 

index, by comparing any bills where President Trump has stated a position, and comparing the 

vote of the legislator to that opinion. 
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http://www.politicspa.com/politicspas-2018-congressional-vulnerability-ranking-september-update/88849/
http://www.politicspa.com/pa10-perry-talks-trump-agenda-in-new-ad/89008/
https://twitter.com/MediumBuying/status/1046751943320915968
https://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2018/09/scott_perry_doesnt_represent_u.html
https://twitter.com/FreedomWorks/status/1044978959975354368
https://twitter.com/postlive/status/1045305642498416640
https://twitter.com/RepScottPerry/status/1045062960815587328
https://projects.fivethirtyeight.com/congress-trump-score/scott-perry/
https://fivethirtyeight.com/


Votes of Interest   

 

Tax Reform 2.0 
Last year’s tax reform package from the GOP was mostly concentrated on corporations and the 
wealthy. As has been widely reported, the richest 1% of our nation accrued 83% of the benefits 
from that package. The GOP has seen polling on the topic of the tax bill, and it is generally 
unpopular amongst the electorate. One part of what made the bill so unpopular is that the GOP 
showed their hand, in that they made the corporate tax cuts permanent, but had to sunset the 
individual cuts after 10 years. To correct this perception, less than six weeks out from the 
election, the GOP leadership brought three bills, cumulatively referred to as “Tax Reform 2.0” (or 
by critics as #TAXScam2) to the House floor. You can judge for yourself if it was a coincidence 
that they did so while the attention of the nation was focused on the Senate, and the riveting 
testimony of Dr. Blasey Ford during the Kavanaugh hearings. 
  

H.R. 6756: American Innovation Act of 2018 
 
While it is billed as a way to make it easier and more affordable for entrepreneurs to start 
new businesses, according to the Center for American Progress, this bill is not paid for 
and would cost a $5.1 billion over 10 years. This bill came to the floor on September 27, 
2018, and passed 260-156. A united Republican contingent was joined by thirty-one 
Democrats, including three Pennsylvanian Dems (Reps. Doyle, Cartwright, and Lamb). 
Perry voted YES. 

 
H.R. 6757: Family Savings Act of 2018 
 
Although its sponsors say that it is intended to reform retirement accounts and encourage 
savings, according to the Center for American Progress, this bill “would create a new type 
of savings account that would mainly serve as a new tax shelter for wealthy 
Americans while doing nothing for the Americans who actually need help preparing for 
retirement.” This bill also came to the floor on September 27, 2018, and passed 240-177. 
The Republican caucus was unanimous in its support, but were only joined by ten 
Democrats, including Pennsylvania’s Rep. Conor Lamb. Perry voted YES. 

 
H.R. 6760: Protecting Family and Small Business Tax Cuts Act of 2018 
 
This bill is intended to make permanent many of the provisions of the Tax Cuts and Jobs 
Act (TCJA), the vast majority of which benefit wealthy Americans. According to the Tax 
Policy Center, forty percent of the tax benefits would go to Americans with incomes in the 
top 5 percent—above $357,300—while only 20 percent of the benefits would go to 
Americans with incomes in the bottom 60 percent—those making less than $95,000. The 
House voted on this bill on Friday, September 28, 2018, and it passed with a 220-191 
vote. Ten Republicans, all from highly taxed states like New Jersey, New York and 
California, voted NO. Three Democrats voted YES: two House members running for 
Senate this year (Reps. Kyrsten Sinema of Arizona and Jacky Rosen of Nevada) and 
Rep. Conor Lamb of Pennsylvania. Perry voted YES. 

 
The price tag for this package of cuts is up for debate, depending on the source analyzing the 
data and the timeframe assessed. The Washington Post reports:  

The GOP’s “tax reform 2.0” would make permanent many of the individual and 
estate tax provisions in the tax law Republicans passed last fall, which the 
Congressional Budget Office said would already add about $1.9 trillion to the 
deficit, factoring for interest costs. The second round of cuts would cost $631 
billion before 2028 and an additional $3.15 trillion in the decade after that, 
according to the Tax Policy Center. The finding was somewhat larger than the 

https://www.realclearpolitics.com/epolls/other/trump_republicans_tax_reform_law-6446.html
https://americansfortaxfairness.org/taxscam2/
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/votes/115-2018/h412
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/economy/news/2018/09/26/458636/americans-rejected-gops-tax-scam-congress/
https://www.jct.gov/publications.html?func=startdown&id=5144
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/votes/115-2018/h411
https://www.americanprogress.org/issues/economy/news/2018/09/26/458636/americans-rejected-gops-tax-scam-congress/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/christianweller/2018/09/06/proposed-new-savings-accounts-just-another-tax-shelter-for-richest-americans/#2ea6ace67120
https://www.forbes.com/sites/christianweller/2018/09/06/proposed-new-savings-accounts-just-another-tax-shelter-for-richest-americans/#2ea6ace67120
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/votes/115-2018/h414
https://www.taxpolicycenter.org/model-estimates/hr-6760-protecting-family-and-small-business-tax-cuts-act-2018-introduced-1
https://www.taxpolicycenter.org/model-estimates/hr-6760-protecting-family-and-small-business-tax-cuts-act-2018-introduced-1
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2018/09/13/new-estimate-gops-second-tax-cuts-would-add-trillion-deficit/?utm_term=.d14b4d0d6c5b


$2.4 trillion cost over 10 years projected by the Tax Foundation, a conservative 
think-tank. 

 
Whether you depend on conservative or progressive estimates for the cost of these cuts, there is 
no debate where the GOP plans on getting the money to pay for this bill. House Speaker Paul 
Ryan has been saying this for over a year. This quote comes from a Chicago Tribune article, 
though you can find many similar quotes in a variety of sources. Speaker Ryan observed, "I think 
the president is understanding that choice and competition works everywhere in health care, 
especially in Medicare. This has been my big thing for many, many years. I think it's the biggest 
entitlement we've got to reform."  Other senior GOP caucus members have echoed the plan to 
address “entitlement reform,” their phrasing for the shredding of the social safety net.  
 
Additionally, there is a great deal of doubt whether Tax Reform 2.0 will be brought up in a Senate 
Committee, let alone make it to the floor before the end of the term. Nicole Kaeding, a director at 
the Tax Foundation, a nonpartisan tax-policy research group, told CNBC that “the Senate is not 
expected to debate these bills.”  And Accounting Today shares that view, explaining, “the 
legislation can now advance to consideration in the Senate, though it likely won’t be taken up 
anytime soon. Republican leaders are hesitant to take up a bill they don’t expect could garner the 
60 votes needed to pass.” It’s not just analysts who doubt the ability of Tax Reform 2.0 to make 
any headway in the Senate. Bloomberg reports that Rep. Peter King (R-N.Y.) shared his doubts, 
noting, “this bill is going nowhere and they know it. It’s politically bad.” 
 
Taken together, this all adds up to a package of bills with no future, designed to counteract a 
damaging perception of the GOP’s 2017 tax bill. This is an election season stunt, so that 
Republican incumbents under pressure can point to a vote for tax reform that benefits the middle 
class. It is a sham. 
 
H.R. 6157: Department of Defense and Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education 
Appropriations Act, 2019 and Continuing Appropriations Act, 2019 
This is the second of the three “minibus” spending bills that are needed, along with one 
continuing resolution, to avoid a government shutdown in October. Countable describes the bill 
as a “bipartisan bill appropriately funds the needs of America’s military, along with the 
Departments of Education, Labor, and Health and Human Services. It'd also avoid a costly and 
disruptive government shutdown by giving Congress until December to pass the other spending 
bills.” As a reminder, this passed the Senate last week, 93-7. The third spending bill and wall 
funding continued to be an issue unresolved by Congress, so a provision was added to this bill 
(HR 6157) that would address the unfunded areas of the government, and give them enough 
cash to function until December. Bloomberg explains: 

Lawmakers had hoped to seal a deal on a third spending package that funds the 
Departments of Agriculture, Interior, Treasury, Transportation and Housing and 
Urban Development among other agencies. Negotiations over that package have 
stalled over a House attempt to cut funds for financial services agencies. The 
failure to finish that package means those agencies would get temporary funding 
and that any December shutdown would be more widespread. 

The bill was voted upon on September 26, 2018, and it passed 361-61.  
 
Perry, along with fellow House Freedom Caucus members, voted NO because the bill 
failed to include funding for President Trump’s border wall. This made for some tricky 
wording in his Facebook campaign page Weekly updates, where he manages to avoid 
saying that he actually voted AGAINST the bill to keep the government open.  
 
Despite this opposition, the bill has already been signed into law by President Trump, averting a 
government shutdown. 
 
TOP 

 

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/politics/ct-republican-welfare-cuts-20171206-story.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2018/09/27/house-poised-to-pass-tax-cut-bills-despite-unlikely-senate-vote.html
https://www.accountingtoday.com/articles/house-passes-tax-reform-20-bill-but-senate-has-no-plans-to-act
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2018-09-28/house-advances-tax-cut-2-0-bill-but-senate-has-no-plans-to-act
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/votes/115-2018/h405
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/votes/115-2018/h405
http://www.lowerbucksindivisible.org/glossary-full.htm#continuingresolution
https://www.countable.us/bills/hr6157-115-department-of-defense-and-labor-health-and-human-services-and-education-appropriations-act-2019
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2018-09-26/house-sends-trump-spending-bill-to-avert-government-shutdown
https://www.facebook.com/ScottPerryforCongress/videos/865078023883017/
https://www.cnn.com/2018/09/28/politics/donald-trump-appropriations-bill-government-shutdown/index.html


Legislation of Interest 
 
H.R. 6923: To require congressional approval of certain trade remedies 
This bill was introduced by Rep. Mark Sanford (R-S.C.) on September 26, 2018. It is pending in 
two committees, House Rules and House Ways and Means. The bill has one co-sponsor, 
Democrat Rep. Jim Cooper of Tennessee. This bill is a direct response to the escalating trade 
war between President Trump and China, as well as Trump’s decision to levy tariffs against a 
number of our allies. (See this MoCTrack Learning about Legislation piece on tariffs and who has 
the right to raise them for background.) Rep. Sanford also recaps the situation in a statement: 

 
Although the power to impose tariffs is one our Constitution explicitly grants to 
Congress, modern history is filled with examples of the executive branch 
imposing tariffs without Congress’s approval...or even a congressional debate. 
Our Founding Fathers were deliberate in setting up a system of checks and 
balances, and regardless of your views on the global trading system, the 
underlying balance of powers should be respected. Given recent events, I think 
Congress needs to reclaim its seat at the table, and this bill is a simple and 
effective way to give Congress a more proactive role in trade policy. 

 
Another good place to review the more current details on the trade situation is this Wall Street 
Journal opinion piece, that our own Sen. Toomey has helpfully archived on his website, so that 
one need not pay to read it. Toomey has introduced his own version of similar legislation in the 
Senate with Sen. Corker. The House is out on recess in the run up to the midterms, so this will 
not see any action until they return to Washington. But if the tariff  situation between the President 
and China heats up in the next month, be prepared to see some movement on this bill in the lame 
duck session of the 115th Congress.  
 
H.Con.Res. 138: Directing the President pursuant to section 5(c) of the War Powers 
Resolution to remove United States Armed Forces from hostilities in the Republic of 
Yemen that have not been authorized by Congress 
This resolution was introduced by Rep. Ro Khanna (D-Calif.) on September 26, 2018. It is 
pending in the House Foreign Affairs Committee (of which Rep. Perry is a member), and it has 31 
bipartisan co-sponsors (29D, 2R).  
 
To read more about how the current state of affairs came to be regarding who controls war 
powers, please see this Learning about Legislation piece. The key here is that the Constitution 
has given Congress the sole authority to declare war, but for decades presidents have been 
bending and warping that rule to insert their own involvement in that process. There are two 
current AUMFs that are in effect. One was passed in 2001 and allows action against “nations, 
organizations, or persons he determines planned, authorized, committed, or aided the terrorist 
attacks that occurred on Sept. 11, 2001.”  A second AUMF was passed in 2002 and it allows for 
actions “to (1) defend the national security of the United States against the continuing threat 
posed by Iraq; and (2) enforce all relevant United Nations Security Council resolutions regarding 
Iraq.” In the past 17 years those AUMFs have enabled presidents to deploy armed forces to 
Afghanistan, Iraq, Syria, Yemen, Somalia, Libya, Kenya, Niger, Cameroon, Uganda, South 
Sudan, Democratic Republic of Congo, Central African Republic, Djibouti, Jordan, Turkey, Egypt, 
Cuba, and Kosovo.  
 
Currently, there is a war in Yemen, and the United States is involved, via supplying military 
hardware and by intervening with technology and personnel. It has been called “the world’s worst 
humanitarian crisis” and a “man-made humanitarian disaster, with 16,700 civilians killed or 
wounded, 8.4 million people facing famine, a nation torn apart and an economy destroyed.” This 
Concurrent Resolution would direct the President to pull forces out of this war that has not been 
authorized by Congress.  
 

https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/115/hr6923
http://www.lowerbucksindivisible.org/legislation/2018-01-28-learning-about-legislation-18.pdf
https://sanford.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/sanford-cooper-introduce-bill-giving-congress-more-trade-authority
https://www.toomey.senate.gov/?p=op_ed&id=2192
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/115/hconres138/text
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/115/hconres138/text
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/115/hconres138/text
http://www.lowerbucksindivisible.org/legislation/2017-10-15-learning-about-legislation-7.pdf
https://thehill.com/opinion/national-security/363182-heres-why-authorization-to-use-military-force-is-so-important
https://thehill.com/opinion/national-security/363182-heres-why-authorization-to-use-military-force-is-so-important
https://www.rollingstone.com/politics/politics-news/yemen-war-united-states-704187/
https://www.rollingstone.com/politics/politics-news/yemen-war-united-states-704187/
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/sep/29/yemen-finds-chance-of-hope-on-capitol-hill-house-senate


We at the PerryScope are deeply concerned about the executive branch, and particularly THIS 
executive, usurping powers that belong to the legislative branch, and believe Congress needs to 
take back its critical and constitutionally mandated responsibility and authority for declaring and 
sanctioning war. If you feel this way as well, please contact Rep. Perry to express your support of 
this Resolution. 
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Adapted from the weekly PA-08 MoCTrack report, compiled by  

Elayne Baker, Gary Garb, Kathy Sikes & Kierstyn Piotrowski Zolfo 

https://www.facebook.com/321indivisible/

	Contents:
	Perry/PA-10 This Week
	With just five weeks to go, the campaign is heating up:
	 PA-10 moves from “potentially vulnerable” to “vulnerable” in PoliticsPA update
	 Perry’s campaign has released a second ad, blaming Democrats as obstructionists thwarting Trump’s agenda. See PoliticsPA’s coverage here.
	 Sources report the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee (DCCC) has made an ad buy in the Harrisburg market with a start date of 10/5.
	 In a letter to the editor, CRI member David Cwalina points out Rep. Perry’s dismal 25 percent score on the National Active and Retired Federal Employees Association’s (NARFE) voting scorecard.
	TwitterScope
	 Perry retweeted a mention of his participation in “Rally for the Republic”, a Koch-brothers sponsored rally in support of SCOTUS nominee Brett Kavanaugh’s confirmation
	 A retweet of a Washington Post interview regarding the FAA Reauthorization bill.
	 An announcement of markup of ten House Foreign Affairs Committee proposals
	TOP
	Tracking Perry in the Age of Trump
	TOP
	Votes of Interest
	TOP
	TOP
	Adapted from the weekly PA-08 MoCTrack report, compiled by
	Elayne Baker, Gary Garb, Kathy Sikes & Kierstyn Piotrowski Zolfo

